


others regarding matters that involve yolr priesthood leaders, including the administration of
Church discipline, and you must stop trying to gain a following for yourself or your cause and
taking actions that could lead others away from the Church.

The decision to hold this disciplinary council was reached only after a period of months
and a series of meetings and communications between you and President Wheatley together with
me or President Lee:

o On December 12,2013, President Wheatley and I met with you. We talked with
you about the doctrine of the priesthood. We urged you to dissociate yourself
from Ordain Women and to cease your campaign to promote the ordination of
women.

o In March and April of this year, President Wheatley again reminded you of the
counsel given in December. Nonetheless, you proceeded with your protest on
Temple Square during General Conference despite the request of Church leaders
that you not do so.

o Subsequently, under your leadership and with your direct involvement, Ordain
Women announced "Six Discussions" which were intended to proselyte others
and to persuade them to support your particular interpretation of Church doctrine.
You reached out to others to persuade them to join your movement.

o On May 5fr, after conferring with me and with my full agreement, President
Wheatley again met with you together with President Lee, offered the same

counsel previously given and placed you on informal probation in the hope that
you still might change your course. Yet, you have persisted undeterred.

The diffrculty, Sister Kelly, is not that you say you have questions or even that you
believe that women should receive the priesthood. The problem is that you have persisted in an
aggressive effort to persuade other Church members to your point of view and that your course
of action has threatened to erode the faith of others. You are entitled to your views, but you are

not entitled to promote them and proselyte others to them while remaining in full fellowship in
the Church. This is the basic point that President Wheatley has sought repeatedly to explain to
you, but to no avail. You have also heard from President Lee and me on this. Your disregard of
our advice and counsel left us no altemative but to convene last evening's council.

If you have any questions or would like to visit with me, please contact me. You have a
right to appeal this decision to the stake president. If you want to appeal this decision, you must
specify in writing the alleged erors or unfairness in the procedure or decision and then present
the appeal within 30 days to me as the presiding officer of the bishop's disciplinary council. I
will then forward the materials to President Wheatley who may decide whetherto let the
decision stand, modiff it or direct that the council reconvene.

Above all else, please know of my love and respect for you and my eamest desire that
you retum to good standing in the Church. I urge you to continue to attend church, read the



scriptures and pray daily. I invite you to shive to come back to fulI fellowship. This is an
opportunity for you to begin anew, to take fulI advantage ofthe great grft of the Atonement, to
again quafiry forthe blessings ofthe temple, and to enjoy again all ofthe blessings ofthe
restored gospel. It is my sincere prayq and desire that you will do so.

Sincerely,

h "*-a7-,?{a'wit-o*
Mark M. Harison
Bishop
Vienaa Ward
OaktonVirginia Stake




